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Co-Chairs  Gregg Takashima & Marge Chandler 

Committee members 1. Martin de Scally, BVSc, BVSc (Hons), BVSc (MMed), Hilton 
Veterinary Hospital. (South Africa) 

2. Rachel Lumbis, MSc (VetEd), BSc (Hons), PG Cert (MedEd), 
RVN, Cert SAN, FHEA. Lecturer in Veterinary Nursing, Royal 
Veterinary College. (UK) 

3. Adriana López Quintana, DVMT, Clinical Director of a Small 
Animal Clinic in Maldonado, (Private practice, Uruguay, 
South America) 

4. Minna Rinkinen, VMD, PhD, Adjunct Prof University of 
Helsinki (Helsinki, Finland) 

5. Gregg Takashima, DVM, Co-Chair (United States) 
6. Ping-Chih (Ben) Teng, BVM (National Veterinary Hospital, 

Taiwan) 
7. S Yathiraj, DVM, PhD (Dean, Bangalore Veterinary College, 

India) 
8. Lisa P. Weeth, DVM, Dipl. ACVN. (Consultant, United States) 
9. Marge Chandler; DVM, MS, MANZCVSc, DACVN, DACVIM, 

DECVIM-CA, MRCVS. (Co-Chair, Scotland) 
10. Cecilia Villaverde Cecilia Villaverde Haro, BVSc, PhD, 

DACVN, DECVCN. (Consultant California/Spain/Ireland) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Industry/Member Association 
Sponsors (if applicable) 

Generously sponsored by Hills Pet Nutrition, Nestle Purina Pet 
Care, Royal Canin 
 
 

Committee tagline or mission 
statement 

Trusted nutritional information for optimal pet health 

Key goals  



1. To enhance awareness among the veterinary healthcare 
team and the public for nutrition’s vital role in optimum 
pet health. 

2. To advocate for nutrition as a key component in all 
veterinary and veterinary nurse/technician curricula. 

3. To promote the importance of performing a nutritional 
assessment on every animal at every visit, and to make 
specific nutritional recommendations for each patient as 
an integral component of patient care 

4. To advance the central role of the veterinary healthcare 
team as the expert source of information for optimal pet 
nutrition 

 
 
 
 

A brief history The Global Nutrition Committee (GNC) first meet in 2010, with 
the charge to develop global nutritional assessment guidelines. 
This was accomplished and published in 2011 in the Journal of 
Small Animal Practitioner, July 2011;52(7):385-96. The goal of 
these Guidelines is to help the veterinary healthcare team and 
pet owners ensure that dogs and cats are on an optimal nutrition 
plan tailored to the needs of the individual dog or cat.  These 
Guidelines are now available in 11 languages (Spanish, 
Portuguese, Russian, French, Chinese, Dutch, German, Japanese, 
Polish, Korean, and Thai), and have been endorsed by 29 
member associations and published in 15 journals. 
The GNC has hosted 1-2 day tracks at every WSAVA Congress 
since 2012. This year (2016) in Cartagena, Columbia, the GNC 
again hosted an all-day nutrition track presented with both 
English and Spanish power point slides. 
The GNC introduced its Nutritional Toolkit, with tools designed 
to assist the general practitioner, at the 2013 Congress in 
Auckland, New Zealand.  Starting with 9 tools, the Nutritional 
Toolkit now contains 18 tools for the general practitioner, and 
has been translated into Spanish, Chinese, with a French version 
in progress. The GNC website hosting the Guidelines and Toolkit 
is the 2nd most visited site of the WSAVA. 
In late 2015, the GNC has partnered with Clinician’s Brief to 
produce a “Diet in Disease” series for their global digital editions.  
To date, we have had 3 articles published, with two under 
review.  Articles for 2017 are being commissioned now.  The 
Clinician’s Brief global edition has an open rate upward of 
40,000/month. 
 
 
 
 

Opportunities and challenges Research has shown that over 90% of pet owners would like 
nutritional advice but fewer than 15% feel they actually receive 
it. In some parts of the world, pet malnutrition remains a major 
challenge, while in other countries, pet obesity is a growing 
problem.  Additionally, there is confusion about optimal nutrition 
due to the role of the internet and marketing.  This presents our 



greatest challenge AND opportunity for the WSAVA GNC, to 
provide tools and support to the veterinary healthcare team so 
that clients and their pets can benefit from the valuable and  
trusted nutritional information from them, and, in turn, help pets 
live longer and healthier and happier lives. 
 
 
 
 

Key activities this year All day nutrition track at the WSAVA Congress in Copenhagen, 
participation in the One Health Obesity Conference co-hosted by 
the Centers for Disease Control, publication of the Diet  in 
Disease series in collaboration with Clinician’s Brief. Nutritional 
assessment and toolkit use presentations around the world, 
inclusions or GNC tools in publications and TV program.  17 tools 
translated into Spanish and Chinese. 

Priorities/Calender for next 
year  

Continued educational presentations at NAVC, Orlando and 
WSAVA Congress in Copenhagen. Full year of topics to be 
published in the international Clinician’s Brief “Diet in Disease” 
series continues. Potential for a an update to our Nutritional 
Assessment Guidelines, further engagement with diet/food 
regulatory agencies in North America and Europe, Toolkit 
translation into French 
 
 

Press 
mention/articles/publications 

 
Tools for nutritional assessment among top 10 downloaded 
documents per Wiley publications in 2016. 

Contact details for  further 
information 

Marge Chandler, DACVN, ACVIM Co-chair 
Gregg Takashima, DVM Co-Chair 

 


