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UK Veterinarian Elected to WSAVA Executive Board 

 

Emeritus Professor Michael J. Day BSc BVMS (Hons) PhD DSc DiplECVP FASM FRCPath 

FRCVS has been elected to the Executive Board of the World Small Animal Veterinary 

Association (WSAVA).  During his one-year term of office, which commenced in September 

2017, he will be mentored by the WSAVA’s current Honorary Treasurer, Dutch veterinarian 

Ellen van Nierop, to become a nominee for the position of Honorary Treasurer in 2018. 

Michael Day is a Past President of the British Small Animal Veterinary Association (BSAVA) 

and has been involved with the WSAVA since 2003, most recently as Chair of its 

Vaccination Guidelines Group and One Health Committee.  He is Emeritus Professor of 

Veterinary Pathology at the University of Bristol and Adjunct Professor of Veterinary 

Pathology in the School of Veterinary and Life Sciences, Murdoch University, Western 

Australia.  He is currently Director of Pathology for Asia Veterinary Diagnostics, a diagnostic 

laboratory based in Hong Kong and Singapore.  Professor Day is also a member of the 

WSAVA charitable Foundation’s AFSCAN project board and a trustee of the charity Mission 

Rabies. 

The WSAVA represents more than 200,000 veterinarians worldwide through 105 member 

associations, including BSAVA in the UK. It aims to advance the health and welfare of 

companion animals worldwide through building an educated, committed and collaborative 

global community of veterinary peers.  Its core activities include the development of WSAVA 

Global Guidelines in key areas of veterinary practice; the creation of tools and resources for 

veterinarians and providing continuing education (CE) in regions where companion animal 

practice is still developing. 

http://www.wsava.org/
http://www.wsava.org/
http://www.afscan.org/


Professor Day commented: “I am delighted to have the opportunity to commit further to the 

goals and ideals of WSAVA with this new role on the Executive Board.  I have a passion for 

global veterinary development and have worked actively in Africa, Asia, Eastern Europe and 

Russia and Latin America over recent years.  We have achieved a great deal but still face 

many challenges, for which WSAVA is best placed to provide leadership and co-ordination.” 

WSAVA President Dr Walt Ingwersen said: “In considering candidates for the WSAVA’s 

Executive Board, we aim to conserve cultural and historic knowledge of the association while 

facilitating both the infusion of new ideas and global representation.”  

“Michael’s dynamic leadership of our Vaccination Guidelines Group and our One Health 

Committee has ensured that both are now recognized globally for the significant contribution 

they are making to driving up global best practice in vaccination and to raising awareness of 

the importance of companion animals in the One Health movement.  

“He has a detailed understanding of the WSAVA, a global network of contacts and a deep 

commitment to what we are working to achieve for our global veterinary community. His 

reputation goes before him and we are delighted to welcome him to the WSAVA Executive 

Board.” 

Notes to editors 

Professor Michael Day – Biography 

Michael Day is Director of Pathology for Asia Veterinary Diagnostics, a diagnostic laboratory 
based in Hong Kong and Singapore and serving veterinarians in a number of Asian 
countries.  He is Emeritus Professor of Veterinary Pathology at the University of Bristol and 
Adjunct Professor of Veterinary Pathology in the School of Veterinary and Life Sciences, 
Murdoch University (Western Australia).  Michael qualified as a veterinary surgeon from 
Murdoch University in 1982.  After a period in small animal practice he returned to Murdoch 
to complete a Residency in Microbiology and Immunology, and a PhD involving collaborative 
research with the Royal Perth Hospital.  Michael held postdoctoral positions in experimental 
immunology at the Universities of Bristol and Oxford and then spent a further 27 years at 
Bristol Veterinary School.  His research focus is on companion animal immune-mediated 
and infectious diseases.  Michael has published over 325 papers in the field of 
immunopathology, is author of the textbooks Clinical Immunology of the Dog and Cat (in 
second edition) and Veterinary Immunology: Principles and Practice (in second edition).  He 
is co-editor of the BSAVA Manual of Canine and Feline Haematology and Transfusion 
Medicine (in second edition) and the texts Arthropod-Borne Infectious Diseases of the Dog 
and Cat (in second edition) and Canine and Feline Gastroenterology.  He is a diplomate of 
the European College of Veterinary Pathology, and holds fellowship of the Australian Society 
for Microbiology, the Royal College of Pathologists and the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons.  Michael is Editor-in-Chief of the Journal of Comparative Pathology.  He is a Past 
President of the BSAVA.  Michael is a member of the Executive Board of the WSAVA and is 
also chairman of the WSAVA Vaccination Guidelines Group and the WSAVA One Health 
Committee.  He is a member of the Petplan Charitable Trust Scientific Committee, Vice 
President of the WSAVA Foundation, a member of the Board of the WSAVA AFSCAN 



Project and a Trustee for the Mission Rabies Project.  Michael is co-founder of a university 
spin-out company KWS Biotest Ltd where he is Director of Pathology.  He has been the 
recipient of the BSAVA Amoroso Award for outstanding contribution to small animal studies 
(1999), the BSAVA Petsavers Award (2000, 2006 & 2007), the RCVS Trust’s G. Norman 
Hall Medal for outstanding research into animal diseases (2003), the Petplan Charitable 
Trust Scientific Award (2009), the Murdoch University Distinguished Alumnus Award (2015) 
and the FAVP Paatsama Lectureship (2016). 
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